Matthew Henry Commentary

matthew henry commentary is one of the most revered and comprehensive biblical
commentaries ever produced by a single author. Written by the renowned 17th-century
theologian and preacher Matthew Henry, this extensive work has served as a vital
resource for scholars, pastors, and lay readers seeking a deeper understanding of the
Scriptures. Its enduring popularity stems from Henry’s clear exposition, spiritual insights,
and practical application, making it a timeless guide for biblical study and devotional
reflection. In this article, we will explore the origins, structure, key features, and
significance of the Matthew Henry Commentary, illustrating why it remains a cornerstone
in Christian biblical literature.

Origins and Historical Context of the Matthew Henry
Commentary

Who Was Matthew Henry?

Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was an English Nonconformist minister whose dedication to
biblical exposition and pastoral care left a lasting legacy. Born in Wales, Henry was known
for his devout faith, scholarly rigor, and compassionate ministry. His life was marked by a
desire to make Scripture accessible and meaningful to everyday believers.

The Development of the Commentary

Henry began work on his commentary in the late 17th century, completing it over several
years. He intended it as a comprehensive aid for both personal devotion and public
teaching, aiming to illuminate the Scriptures’ spiritual truths. The first edition was
published in 1706, and it quickly gained popularity among English-speaking Christians.

Historical Significance

The commentary was written during a time of religious upheaval and doctrinal debates,
yet Henry’s work emphasized practical Christianity and personal piety. Its balanced
approach bridged the gap between scholarly theology and accessible application, making
it suitable for both clergy and laypeople. Over the centuries, it has remained a trusted
resource, often reprinted and adapted for modern readers.

Structure and Content of the Matthew Henry
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Commentary

Organization of the Work

The Matthew Henry Commentary is primarily organized by books of the Bible, covering
the entire canon from Genesis to Revelation. Each book is divided into chapters and
sections, with detailed explanations and reflections on individual verses and passages.

Format and Approach

Henry’s commentary is characterized by a verse-by-verse analysis, combining historical
context, linguistic insights, and spiritual application. His style is approachable yet
scholarly, often including illustrative anecdotes, quotations from other theologians, and
personal reflections.

Coverage and Scope
The commentary covers:

Historical background and cultural context of biblical events
Explanations of difficult passages and original language nuances
Theological interpretations aligned with Christian doctrine
Practical applications for daily Christian living

Devotional insights to inspire faith and devotion
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Key Features and Highlights of the Matthew Henry
Commentary

Spiritual and Practical Focus

One of the hallmark features of Henry’s work is its emphasis on application. He
consistently seeks to draw lessons for personal faith, moral conduct, and spiritual growth,
making the commentary not just academic but also deeply devotional.

Balanced Theological Perspective

Henry’s theology reflects a Reformed tradition, emphasizing sovereignty, grace, and the
importance of Scripture. Yet, his tone remains compassionate and pastoral, avoiding
harsh dogmatism.

Engaging and Accessible Language

Despite its scholarly depth, the commentary is written in a clear, engaging style that
resonates with a broad audience. Henry’s use of plain language and illustrative stories



helps readers grasp complex ideas with ease.

Use of Historical and Cultural Insights

Henry’s attention to historical context enriches understanding, helping readers see the
biblical narrative in its original setting, which enhances interpretation and application.

Benefits of Using the Matthew Henry Commentary

Deepening Biblical Understanding

By examining Scripture verse-by-verse, users gain a thorough comprehension of biblical
texts, uncovering layers of meaning often missed in casual reading.

Enhancing Personal Devotion

Henry’s reflections inspire prayer, meditation, and a more intimate relationship with God,
fostering spiritual growth.

Supporting Preaching and Teaching

Pastors and teachers find the commentary invaluable for sermon preparation and Bible

study, as it offers rich insights and illustrative ideas.

Accessible for All Readers

Its straightforward language makes it suitable for beginners and seasoned scholars alike,
promoting inclusive biblical engagement.

Modern Availability and Usage

Printed Editions and Digital Formats
The Matthew Henry Commentary is available in many editions, including:

1. Standard print editions with comprehensive notes
2. Condensed versions for quick reference
3. Online platforms and mobile apps for easy access

Integration with Bible Study Tools

Many Bible software programs incorporate Henry’s commentary, allowing users to cross-
reference passages and deepen their study.
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Use in Devotional Settings

Churches and individual believers frequently use Henry’s reflections for daily devotionals,
prayer guides, and personal reflection.

The Legacy and Continuing Relevance of Matthew
Henry’s Work

A Timeless Resource

Despite being over 300 years old, Henry’s commentary remains relevant because it
addresses universal themes of faith, grace, and obedience. Its spiritual insights continue
to inspire believers today.

Influence on Christian Thought

Many subsequent theologians and pastors have drawn upon Henry’s work, citing it as a
foundational resource in biblical exegesis and Christian devotion.

Enduring Popularity

The commentary’s combination of scholarly depth and devotional warmth has cemented
its status as a beloved classic, with new editions and translations expanding its reach
globally.

Conclusion

The Matthew Henry commentary stands as a monumental achievement in biblical
literature, offering readers a rich tapestry of historical insight, theological depth, and
practical application. Its verse-by-verse approach makes Scripture accessible and
meaningful, while Henry’s pastoral tone encourages a heartfelt pursuit of God’s truth.
Whether used for personal devotion, study, or teaching, the commentary continues to
serve as a guiding light, illuminating the path of faith for generations of believers. As a
timeless resource, it invites all to explore the depths of the Bible with clarity, reverence,
and spiritual nourishment.

Matthew Henry Commentary has long been regarded as one of the most influential and
accessible biblical commentaries available to both students of the Bible and devout
believers alike. First published in the early 18th century, this comprehensive work by the
English clergyman Matthew Henry has endured the test of time, offering insights,
historical context, and spiritual reflections on the entire Bible. Its enduring popularity can
be attributed to its clarity, depth, and devotional tone, making it a staple resource for
personal study, teaching, and preaching. In this review, we will explore the features,
strengths, and limitations of the Matthew Henry Commentary, as well as its place within



biblical scholarship and devotional life.

Overview of the Matthew Henry Commentary

The Matthew Henry Commentary is a verse-by-verse explanation of the Bible, covering
the entire scriptures from Genesis to Revelation. Originally published in six volumes, the
commentary was designed to serve as a practical guide for understanding God's Word in
both its historical context and its spiritual applications. Henry’s style is characterized by
its clarity, pastoral tone, and emphasis on practical Christian living. The work is grounded
in @ Reformed theological perspective, reflecting Henry’s Calvinist beliefs, but remains
accessible to a broad audience. The commentary combines scholarly insight with
devotional reflection, making it suitable not only for academic study but also for daily
devotional reading. Its rich historical and cultural references help readers understand the
biblical texts within their original contexts, while its practical applications inspire
believers to live out their faith.

Features of the Matthew Henry Commentary

Comprehensive Coverage

- The commentary covers the entire Bible, including the Old and New Testaments. - It
provides detailed explanations of each chapter and verse, often including cross-
references, historical background, and theological insights. - The work is organized in a
way that allows readers to follow the biblical narrative easily.

Devotional and Theological Balance

- Henry’s writing balances scholarly analysis with devotional reflection, encouraging
spiritual growth. - It emphasizes moral lessons and practical applications for everyday
life. - The tone is warm, pastoral, and encouraging, making it suitable for personal
devotions.

Historical and Cultural Context

- The commentary includes numerous references to the historical setting of biblical
events. - It draws upon a wide array of biblical scholars, church fathers, and historical
sources to deepen understanding. - This context helps readers appreciate the original
meaning of the texts.

Accessibility

- Despite its scholarly depth, the language is generally clear and approachable. - Henry’s
straightforward style makes complex theological concepts understandable to lay readers.
- Many editions include helpful summaries and outlines.
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Reformed Perspective

- The commentary reflects Calvinist doctrines, such as predestination and sovereignty of
God. - While this may be a strength for some, it can also be a limitation for readers from
other theological traditions.

Strengths of the Matthew Henry Commentary

- Rich Devotional Content: One of the most praised features is its devotional tone,
encouraging readers to see the Bible as a living guide for spiritual growth. -
Comprehensive Scope: Covering the entire Bible, it serves as a one-stop resource for
biblical study. - Historical Depth: Its detailed historical and cultural references enrich
understanding and provide context often missing in modern commentaries. - Ease of Use:
The clear organization and straightforward language make it accessible for both novices
and seasoned scholars. - Enduring Relevance: Despite being over 300 years old, many of
its insights remain applicable today, especially in spiritual and moral guidance.

Limitations and Criticisms

While the Matthew Henry Commentary is highly valued, it is not without limitations: -
Theological Bias: Its Calvinist perspective may not resonate with all readers, especially
those from Arminian, Catholic, or other theological backgrounds. - Age of Publication:
Being written in the early 18th century, some language and references are dated or
outdated, requiring modern readers to interpret contextually. - Lack of Critical
Scholarship: It is more devotional than scholarly by modern academic standards, lacking
in critical analysis or engagement with contemporary biblical scholarship. - Limited
Archaeological and Literary Analysis: It does not focus heavily on archaeological findings
or literary critique, which some readers might desire in a comprehensive commentary. -
Volume Size: The original six-volume set can be cumbersome for casual readers or those
seeking a quick reference.

Popular Editions and Accessibility

The Matthew Henry Commentary is available in various formats: - Printed Volumes: The
classic six-volume set remains widely available, often with modernized fonts and layouts.
- Single-Volume Editions: For convenience, condensed versions or single-volume editions
are available, suitable for personal devotion or study. - Online and Digital Formats: Many
websites and apps host the commentary, making it easily accessible on smartphones and
tablets. - Audio Versions: Some platforms offer audio readings, allowing for multitasking
or auditory learning. The accessibility of the commentary in digital formats has helped it
maintain relevance in the digital age, reaching new generations of believers and
students.



Comparison with Other Commentaries

Compared to other popular biblical commentaries, the Matthew Henry Commentary
stands out in several ways: - Devotional Approach: Unlike scholarly commentaries such as
the New International Commentary or the Anchor Yale Bible Series, which focus heavily
on critical analysis, Matthew Henry emphasizes spiritual application and moral lessons. -
Ease of Use: Its straightforward language and pastoral tone make it more approachable
than academic works. - Scope: While it covers the entire Bible, it does so from a particular
theological perspective, whereas other commentaries may offer more diverse viewpoints.
Some readers may prefer more critical, scholarly works for academic study, but for
devotional reading and general understanding, Henry’s work remains unparalleled.

Conclusion: Is the Matthew Henry Commentary Worth
Using?

The Matthew Henry Commentary remains one of the most beloved and enduring biblical
commentaries available today. Its blend of historical insight, theological depth, and
devotional warmth makes it an invaluable resource for believers seeking to deepen their
understanding of Scripture. Whether used for personal devotion, preparation for
preaching, or general study, it offers a rich tapestry of spiritual nourishment and biblical
knowledge. However, modern readers should be mindful of its theological perspective
and age, supplementing it with more recent scholarship when necessary. Its strengths lie
in its accessibility and spiritual focus, making it especially suitable for laypersons and
pastors alike. In summary, the Matthew Henry Commentary is a timeless classic that
continues to inspire and instruct Christians around the world. Its enduring relevance
testifies to the wisdom of Henry’s approach—combining rigorous biblical interpretation
with heartfelt devotion. For anyone seeking a comprehensive, devotional, and historically
grounded understanding of the Bible, this commentary remains a highly recommended
resource.

Questions & Answers About matthew henry

commentary

N Question Answer

o

1 | What is the significance of Matthew Henry's commentary is highly regarded for
Matthew Henry's its thorough and accessible analysis of the Bible,
commentary in biblical providing historical context, practical application,
studies? and devotional insights that make it a valuable

resource for scholars and lay readers alike.
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How can | access Matthew
Henry’'s commentary online
for free?

Many websites, such as BibleHub and Blue Letter
Bible, offer free access to Matthew Henry’s
commentary, allowing users to read and study the
entire set without any cost.

What are some modern
applications of Matthew
Henry's biblical
interpretations?

Modern readers use Matthew Henry’s commentary
for sermon preparation, personal study, and
teaching, finding its insights helpful for
understanding biblical principles and applying them
to contemporary life.

Are there any recent updates
or editions of Matthew
Henry’s commentary?

While the original commentary was published in the
early 1700s, modern editions and compilations
often include updated language and supplementary
notes, making it more accessible to today's readers.
Some publishers also produce digital or annotated
versions.

How does Matthew Henry’s
commentary compare to
other biblical commentaries?

Matthew Henry’s commentary is known for its
devotional tone, clarity, and practical application,
setting it apart from more academic or scholarly
commentaries that may focus more on original
languages or historical-critical methods.

Can | use Matthew Henry’s
commentary for daily
devotional reading?

Yes, many people use Matthew Henry’s
commentary for daily devotional reading due to its
thoughtful insights, encouraging spiritual growth
and deeper understanding of Scripture each day.

Bible commentary, Matthew Henry, biblical studies, scripture analysis, Christian
teachings, religious commentary, biblical exegesis, devotional insights, theological
commentary, scripture explanation
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